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£3 Warming up

Look at the picture, read the title and the first
sentence of the text. What can you anticipate

from them?

2

2

Stefan Blau was only thirteen when he ran away from his hometown in
Germany one rainy November night in 1894. Convinced he lived in the most
fascinating time possible — an age of transformation and discovery — he’d felt
restless in Burgdorf. Too many traditions. Too many restrictions. America,
he believed, was the country where people brought about changes instead of
resisting them. But his parents didn’t want to listen when he read to them
about immigrants earning fortunes, about inventions, about gold in the hills;
they didn't know that America had grafted itself to his mind so tenaciously
that he had dreams of it every single night, dreams of an odd* and magnificent
landscape inhabited by buffaloes and of buildings so tall they pierced the
clouds.

When Stefan bought an English dictionary and memorized forty new words
each day, his parents shook their heads and told him they were not about to
leave Germany, and when he suggested he’d make the passage alone and send
for them and his sister once he’d made his fortune, they smiled. “What a child
he still is,” they said to each other.

They were asleep when he left.

Although short for his age, he was sturdy and talked his way into work on
a coal barge that floated north on the Rhein into Holland. When he reached
Rotterdam and was unable to trade labor for passage to America, he started
toward Amsterdam and walked through cold nights and days, resting in barns
or churches only when he was too chilled or exhausted to keep moving. But he
never lost his enthusiasm because with each step — so he reminded himself —
he was getting closer to America.

It was sleeting’ the afternoon he got to Amsterdam, but he felt lucky because
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before nightfall he was hired as a kitchen hand on a passenger ship bound for

New York.

In lower Manhattan, he found work in an elegant French restaurant, where he
peeled vegetables and washed dishes with the same eagerness’ that he would,
w0 years later, bring to his own restaurant. Only the owner was French; the rest
of the staff were foreigners from other parts of Europe, who gesticulated and
shouted scraps of Italian, Yiddish, Hungarian, German and fractured English.
Not all had come to America as willingly as Stefan; some had fled from religion;
others from family or war; but what kept each of them here was hope.

s Being part of his new country would never be quite as total for Stefan as
when he first arrived and wanted to be American in every way possible. How
he loved the lack of convention, the instant familiarity. Here, respect had
nothing to do with age but was earned with success. Class differences — that
complicated ladder® of human worth® he’d grown up with - did not exist in

. America, he believed, and it would take him years to grasp the many subtle

shadings of prejudice...

The Vision of Emma Blau, Ursula HEGI (2000)

1.stange 2.ganges 3.sleet=snow +rain 4. /iigonts/ = enthusiasm
5. échelle 6. /w3:/ = meiit

[)Reading comprehension @orxeook > p.27-28

T to your Workbook which will help you to understand the
fext.

[3In your own words

1.5um up the story with the following guidelines:

2. Explain Stephen's dream and how his parents reacted to it.
b.How did Stephen manage to make his dream come true?
¢ Was Stephen'’s vision of America based on reality or

lusions:

1. before he left?

1. when he lived in Manhattan?

= childish

*determined
«daredevil: cosse-cou
wishful thinking: veeu pieux Verbs & expressions
o taste for danger: godt durisque  » convince = persuade
«the dirty work: les bosses Jpaiswerd/
besognes = try one's luck: tenter so chonce
Adjectives #getthrough to sb: se foire
Adjectives comprendre
*adventurous

., *holdontoone’s dream
«enthusiastic /m@ju:ztestk/  spcorocherd son réve

*nalve «doone's best: faire de son
mature mieux

2 Going further
2. Would you say that Stephen was a daydreamer?
3. Would you say that Stephen’s life is a success story?

4. Imagine you are Stephen. In the same circumstances,
would you have acted the same way?

5. Do you think such an adventure would be possible
nowadays?

{3 Language training

7. Pratiquer la grammaire
Gérondif et infinitif @)LANGUAGE WORKSHOP -> p. 74

6. Savoir prononcer





1- Souligne/Surligne les groupes verbaux renvoyant au passé.
2- En utilisant les éléments ci-dessous,  retrouve les constructions des différents groupes verbaux et écris-les en face des formes correspondantes:

BE – HAVE – DO - WILL– V-ing – V-ED – V-EN – BV – NOT
· Preterit simple :

forme affirmative: V-ED
forme négative : DID NOT + BV
· Pluperfect/past perfect :
…HAD (+NOT) + V-EN……….
· Preterit BE-ING :
…WAS (+NOT) + V-ing…………………….
· “Conditionnel” :

…WOULD (+NOT) + BV…………………………….
3- Retrouve le sens de chaque forme :

· … Preterit simple  

….. : Sert à exprimer des actions ou états qui ont eu lieu dans le passé. Temps du récit, de la narration.
· … Preterit BE-ING  

….. : Sert à exprimer des actions en cours dans la passé. Sert à signaler qu’une action a eu lieu PENDANT une autre action dans la passé.

· … Pluperfect/past perfect 
.. : Sert à exprimer des actions passées qui se sont déroulées avant d’autres actions elles-mêmes passées.

· …… « Conditionnel » ….. : Sert à se projeter le futur par rapport à une action passée.

4- Place les 4 formes les unes par rapport aux autres sur la frise chronologique:

Pluperfect/past perfect       Preterit BE-ING                   Preterit simple         « Conditionnel »


         présent
5- Voir dans la Manuel
Le Preterit simple (p.212-213)


Le Preterit en be + V-ing (p.213)
→
ex 4 p. 213.
Le Past Perfect simple (p.215)
→
ex 7, 8 p.215.
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o did +sujet + BV +?
Did people from Zimbabwe try to cross the border last year?

A la forme négative

«» sujet + did + not + BV
People from Zimbabwe didnt try to cross the border last year.

Remarque
Pour marquer une emphase, on utilise did a la forme affirmative.
They did want to emigrate!

Attention

» Lauxiliaire did estinvariable: il ne se conjugue pas.

« Certains verbes sont irréguliers au passé, il faut les apprendre
par ceeur.

VI. Le prétérit en be + V-ing

Ilest également appelé prétérit progressif / continu: on parle
d’événements et d’actions qui se déroulaient dans le passé.
On apprend que L'action durait depuis un certain temps ou que
cette action servait de cadre a une autre qui l'a interrompue.
Avec le prétérit en be + V-ing, on décrit aussi davantage et on
commente laction.

At that time people were always criticising the immigration
system.

A la forme affirmative
« sujet + be au prétérit (was/were) + V-ing
They were crossing the border when the patrol arrived.

A la forme interrogative
« be au prétérit (was/were) + sujet + V-ing +?
Were they crossing the border?

A la forme négative
« sujet + be au prétérit (was/were) + not + V-ing
They were not crossing the border.

Remarque

o Le prétérit se traduit généralement en frangais par le passé simple
ou le passé composé.

« Le prétérit en be + V-ing correspond davantage a l'imparfait.

| EXERCICE ¥

n Faites des phrases au prétérit ou au prétériten be + V-ing
en replagant les éléments dans le bon ordre eten effectuant
les changements nécessaires.

Last week/arrest/immigrants/two policemen/illegal

- Last week two policemen arrested illegal immigrants.

a. I/to an immigration officer/talk/when/our conversation/
another traveller/interrupt.

b. want/she/to move/not/when/to the USA/be/younger/she.
¢. ago/the smuggler/ask for/his moneyy/three days.

d. about immigration/John’s parents/watch/when/ring/
a documentary/their son.

e. my grandparents/immigrate/to Australia/when/they/be/
very/young.

VIL. Ago, since, for, during

B Ago

Pour dire il y ... » (valeur temporelle), on utilise ago placé
aprés lindicateur de temps Two weeks ago. Avec ago, les verbes
sont au passé.

« Prétérit simple (V-ed)
Two weeks ago, they passed a new immigration law.

» Prétérit continu (be + V-ing)
Two weeks ago many people were demonstrating while the
government passed a new immigration law.

Lorsque le repére est déja situé dans le passé et que Uon souhaite
parler d’une action qui a eu lieu avant, il faut utiliser before
+ past perfect au lieu de ago + prétérit. He tried to leave his
countryillegallyin 2008. He had already tried one year before.
- Il avait déja essayé ['année précédente/une année auparavant.

B Since

Pour dire «depuis» il y a deux possibilités en anglais : since
et for.

Si l'on parle d’un point de départ, d‘une dateanniversaire, d'un
événement précis, on utilise since.

Since the 1990s, many people have emigrated for political

reasons.

the 1990s today
Il il

T T >

——

Le repére introduit par since peut étre:

- un nom

Since his departure, I have felt miserable.
- une proposition

Since he left, I have felt miserable.

B For

0On emploie for pour parler d’une période de temps inscrite
dans la durée.

Human beings have been trying to improve their living condi-
tions for a long time.

Si cette période dure jusqu‘a aujourd’hui for est suivi du
present perfect.

I have lived in York for ten years.

- Je vis a York depuis dix ans.

Si elle a duré jusqu’a un moment du passé, on utilise e prété-
rit. On traduira alors U'expression par « pendant».

Ilived in York for ten years, then I moved to London.

- J'ai vécu pendant dixans a York, puisj‘ai déménagé a Londres.

Grammarin context 213
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A la forme négative
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People from Zimbabwe didnt try to cross the border last year.
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B For
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dans la durée.
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Si cette période dure jusqu‘a aujourd’hui for est suivi du
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a. I was talking to an immigration officer when another traveller interrupted our conversation.
b. When she was younger she did not want to move to the USA.

c. Three days ago the smuggler asked for his money.

d. John’s parents were watching a documentary about immigration when their son rang.

e. My grandparents immigrated to Australia when they were very young.
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I regret you hired him.

| EXERCICE

B Traduisez les phrases suivantes. Indiquez s"il s'agitd'un
souhait ou d'un regret.

T wish Tower Records had not closed down.

- Si seulement Tower Records n’avait pas fermé ses portes.

- Je regrette que Tower Records ait fermé ses portes. (regret).
a. Ifonly Joseph Pulitzer had immediately understood that his
main rival was going to be William Randolph Hearst, he would
not have had so much trouble.

b. Twish MySpace had not collapsed in 2008.

¢. If1could, Iwould create a new social network website that
would have worldwide success.

d. T wish I could see Queen Elizabeth if I travelled to the
United Kingdom.

e. If only Gandhi had not been assassinated, he would have
done great things for India.

IX. Le past perfect simple

On parle d'actions et d‘événements passés qui se sont dérou-
|és avant un événement qui est lui-méme passé. Le past per-
fect est antérieur au prétérit, il sert aussi a faire un bilan au
passé et se traduit souvent en francais par le plus-que-parfait.
The manager stopped talking because his employees had
already fallen asleep.

] ] | _
T T T
past perfect preterite present

Le past perfect permet de faire un retour dans le passé et de
dresser un bilan qui n’est pas toujours chronologique. On
emploie alors un adverbe never, already..., qui se place entre
[‘auxiliaire et le verbe au participe passé.

Sales had never been so high as at that time.

Le marqueur temporel before est souvent employé avec le past
perfect.

The company had made a lot of profit 2 years before it was
sold in 2011.

A la forme affirmative
+ sujet + have au prétérit + V-ed
I had seen other successful companies.

A la forme interrogative
+ have au prétérit + sujet + V-ed +?
Had you seen other successful companies?

A la forme négative
« sujet + have au prétérit + not + V-ed
I had not seen other successful companies.

Attention

‘d peut correspondre a :

« would (+ base verbale)

He'd like to become the chairman of the company.

- Il souhaiterait devenir le président de la compagnie.

« had (+ participe passé)

He'd wanted to work for a multinational company for years.

> Il avait voulu travailler pour une entreprise multinationale
pendant des années.

[ EXERCICES

Mettez les verbes entre parenthéses au past perfect.
Before the coronation of Queen Elizabeth on June 2" 1953, her
father King George VI (be) king for fifteen years.

- Before the coronation of Queen Elizabeth on June 2" 1953,
her father King George VI had been king for fifteen years.

a. When India eventually became independent in 1947, the
struggle (last) for many years.

b. Rupert Murdoch (predict) the success of social networking
before anybody (start) using the Internet.

¢. Before Starbucks became successfulin the US, coffee shop
chains (already/exist) in Italy.

d. Indian TV viewers were happy because they (not/wait) too
long for the BBC Empire service to broadcast their news.

e. When the British arrived in India, the inhabitants (never/
see) a cricket bat before.

B Prétérit ou past perfect? Complétez.

After Elizabeth II's coronation, Indians (behave) as if she
(always/be) their queen. > After Elizabeth II' ’s coronation,
Indians behaved as if she had always been their queen.

a. When he (present) his social network website, everybody
(wonder) where Rupert Murdoch (get) the strange idea from.
b. Benjamin Suresh (decide) to return homea long time before,
but when he (come) back, he (hardly/recognise) his native
country.

¢. The month after India became independent, many Indians
(come) back as they (always/plan).

d. Regular CD buyers (wonder) why Tower Records shops (close
down).

e. The Queen (fake) the news that India was independent as
calmly as everybody (expect) her to.

X. Lexpression du futur

I3 wit

Will est un modal (EST qui indique une projection dans l'ave-
nir. C'est a forme la plus neutre pour renvoyer au futur.

After the Industrial Age and the Information Age will we enter
a Space Age?

Elle peut correspondre a une décision que 'on prend au moment.
ol U'on parle.

Iwill take part in the space programme.

Grammarin context 215 T





a. …the struggle had lasted for many years.

b. RM had predicted the success of social networking before anybody started using the Internet.
c. …coffee shop chains already existed in Italy.

d. …they did not wait too long for the BBC Empire service to broadcast their news.

e. … the inhabitants had never seen a cricket bat before.
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past perfect preterite present
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Before the coronation of Queen Elizabeth on June 2" 1953, her
father King George VI (be) king for fifteen years.

- Before the coronation of Queen Elizabeth on June 2" 1953,
her father King George VI had been king for fifteen years.

a. When India eventually became independent in 1947, the
struggle (last) for many years.

b. Rupert Murdoch (predict) the success of social networking
before anybody (start) using the Internet.

¢. Before Starbucks became successfulin the US, coffee shop
chains (already/exist) in Italy.

d. Indian TV viewers were happy because they (not/wait) too
long for the BBC Empire service to broadcast their news.

e. When the British arrived in India, the inhabitants (never/
see) a cricket bat before.
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Indians behaved as if she had always been their queen.
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but when he (come) back, he (hardly/recognise) his native
country.
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e. The Queen (fake) the news that India was independent as
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a. When he presented his social network website, everybody wondered where RM had got the strange idea from.

b. BS had decided to return home a long time before, but when he came back, he hardly recognized his native country.

c. .. many Indians came back as they had always planned.

d. Regular CD buyers wondered why TR (had) closed down.

e. The Queen took the news that India was independent as calmly as everybody (had) expected her to.

6- Superbonus
	réguliers
	irréguliers

	LIVE

BELIEVE

WANT LISTEN

GRAFT

PIERCE

MEMORIZE

SUGGEST

SMILE

TALK

FLOAT

REACH

START

WALK

REMIND
SLEET
HIRE
PEEL
WASH

GESTICU…

SHOUT

ARRIVE
LOVE
EARN

	vivre

croire

vouloir

écouter

(se) greffer

percer

suggérer

parler

atteindre

commencer

marcher

se rappeler

embaucher

éplucher

laver

crier, brailler

gagner (travail)


	BE

RUN

FEEL

BRING

READ

KNOW

HAVE

BUY
SHAKE

TELL

SAY

MAKE

LEAVE

LOSE

GET

FIND

COME

FLEE

KEEP
GROW UP
TAKE

	was/Were

ran

felt

brought
read

knew

had

bought
shook
told

said

make

left

lost

got

found

came

fled

kept
grew up
took

	been

run

felt

brought
read

known

had

bought
shaken
told

said

made

left

lost

got

found

come

fled

kept
grown up
taken

	être

courir, diriger

ressentir, se sentir

apporter

lire

savoir, connaître

avoir, faire (un rêve)

acheter

secouer

dire, raconter

dire

faire, fabriquer

quitter, partir

perdre

devenir, obtenir, …

trouver

venir

fuir

garder
grandir
prendre












ou au preterit simple








